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Happy New Year everyone! December 3 is the first Sunday of Advent which means it is officially the new 
church year. This means many things for us as a church because many things will be changing within our 
worship service, our sanctuary, and our lives as we prepare for the coming of the Christ child. For instance, we 
bid the Gospel of Matthew a fond farewell (at least for 2 years) and welcome in the Gospel of Mark, who 
brings a unique perspective on the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. Much like the rest of society, our 
eyes turn toward Christmas. Let us, however, not be too hasty to get to Christmas as the season of Advent 
lasts four weeks prior to our arrival at Christmas. We first must prepare for the coming of the Christ child, 
which is why we celebrate the season of Advent…to prepare for the incarnation, Emmanuel, God with us.  
 
As we prepare, here is some history and general information about the season of Advent: 

• The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word “adventus” meaning “come” or “coming.”  

• Some of the main themes for Advent include hope, darkness/light, watchfulness, preparation, and 
expectation of the incarnation of Christ on Christmas.  

• Blue is the primary color which is associated with Advent to signify the hope of the coming of Christ. In 
older traditions, purple has also been associated with Advent to signify the coming king and is the color 
of royalty.  

• Two of the more common traditions are the keeping of the Advent wreath with four or five candles 
and an Advent Calendar, which tells the story of the birth of Christ through various scripture passages.  

• The four (or sometimes five) candles (and Sundays) each have a specific meaning. The colors of these 
candles are usually blue but sometimes purple, pink, or white. 

o First candle: hope. Having hope in the coming of Christ. We often relate this back to the Old 
Testament prophets speak about the coming of Christ 

o Second candle: preparation or Bethlehem candle. The scriptures often point to the early parts 
of the life of Christ, usually about Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.  

o Third candle: joy or shepherd candle. The readings relate to John the Baptist, and the candle is 
often pink which signifies the joy of the shepherds. 

o Fourth candle: candle of love. This is the annunciation of the birth of Christ. The Magnificat, 
Mary’s Song of Praise, (Luke 1:46-55), is frequently read or sung. 

o Fifth candle:Christ Candle. The white candle which is lit on many Sundays throughout the 
church year reminds us of the sinless, perfect nature of Christ. This candle is lit on Christmas 
Eve. 
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As we enter the season of Advent, a time of quiet yet joyful anticipation, let us find ways to slow down in the 
midst of our fast-paced lives to celebrate and rejoice in the coming of the Christ child. We spend much of our 
lives throughout the year going from one thing to the next. Going from school to sports practice to home and 
doing homework. Going from one meeting to the next, going from work to watching games, and going from 
store to store trying to find the perfect Christmas gift. If you are reading this, you can also have the chance to 
slow down, so please contact me because the first person from each church to do so will get a cup ofcoffee 
purchased by me. The season of Advent is a time for us to slow down, spend time with people, in prayer, and 
reflection as we joyfully anticipate Christ showing the light which shines in the darkness as we observe his 
birth. I encourage each of you to spend time each day in reflection, prayer, and the scriptures as we prepare 
for the coming of the Christ child.  
 
May God’s richest blessings be upon you this Advent and, soon to be, Christmas season. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Eric 
 

Dates to include for December & January  

December 6, 13, 20: Confirmation at 5:30 

December 27: No confirmation-Merry Christmas! 

December 24: No morning services 

December 24: Christmas Eve services-5pm at Faith, 7pm at OSL and St Marks 

December 17: Christmas Programs at all NLP congregations 

December 25-January 1: Pastor Eric on Vacation 

December 14: Pastor Eric hosts Laurentian Conference meeting at Faith 9:30am 

 

January 21: Annual meetings at OSL and Faith 

January 21: Worship at 8:30am at OSL 

January 5-6: Pastor Eric at First Call Retreat at Camp Onomia 

 
 

 

 

 



ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

January 21, 2018 

(Following Worship) 

 

Worship will begin @ 8:30 a.m. this morning) 
 

 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
November 20, 2017 

Opening Remarks/ Presidents Report 6:35 pm by President M Boback 

• Date for annual meeting Jan 21stwith worship starting at 8:30  

• Approve NLP budget and compensation and benefit packages for Pr. Barb and Pr. Eric  

• Nominating committee, D Maki, J Dickinson, K Baxter, D Boback, J Barstad.             

• Thanksgiving Service at St. Marks 6:30 PM.   

• Thank you from LSS for gift of $200 received in October   

• Thank you from Pastor Eric and Megan for Taste of Minnesota Basket.  

•  At a meeting of Pr. Eric and the Alter Committee chairman held on Tues Nov 14th a suggestion was 

made to do all communion by intinction.   

• NLP Board will be doing a written review of Pr. Eric soon after the first of 2018.                                   

• NLP Board will be doing an oral Exit review with Pr. Barb soon after the first of 2018.    

• Pr. Paul Buettner will be with us for worship on November 19, 2017. 

• The NLP board has been looking at possibilities for worship leadership starting in May as Pr. Barbs 

last Sunday to lead worship is May 27th, rotating schedule, lay leadership, pulpit replacement, etc. 

• Parish budget should not require any increase in contributions from the congregations for the first 

six months, after that it depends on if we are able to secure a pastor/deacon to replace Pastor Barb. 

• Any feedback on Stewardship letter that was sent out. 

 

Release to Boards 7:50 PM after discussing the above topics with members present who can’t stay for 

formal council meeting. 



Council Meeting 7:30 PM:  In attendance Y Trowbridge, M Boback, L Oftelie, D Barstad, J Moore, D Maki,  M 

Hess, K Shatava & Pastor Eric. 

Pastor Eric went over his monthly report with the council. Pastor’s report is located in the Eye Opener for all 

to read. 

Approve Minutes of Oct. 17, 2017 – Motion to approve by L Oftelie, 2nd by J Moore. Motion approved. 

Approve Treasurers Reports of October 2017 – Motion by D Barstad, 2nd by M Boback. Motion approved. 

Board Reports 

Board of Deacons: M Hess reported for the Deacons: Deacon for Nov. is J Dickinson, K Undeland & K Baxter 

will provide Eucharist Ministry.  M Hess reported Pastor will be gone Dec. 31st she and D Boback are working 

ona Christmas hymn sing.  

Board of Education: D Maki reported the Sunday school Christmas program will be Sunday, Dec. 17th with a 

brunch to follow. Talicia is making centerpieces for the fellowship hall tables for the Holiday season; the Board 

of Ed is holding a Faith filled book fair with a table set up in the fellowship hall the last day to order is Dec. 4th. 

On Super Bowl Sunday Feb 4th we will have a food shelf fundraiser; M Mulari will be creating soup can labels 

and placing them in our mailboxes. The “Souper Bowl" fundraiser will replace the March soup can fundraiser. 

Board of Trustees:  D Barstad reported that the trustees approved the treasure’s report for Oct.; that the 

winter preparation projects for the church have been completed; the church has an ongoing cluster fly issue 

and the trustees have been busy cleaning them out with help from M & D Boback doing some much needed 

cleaning. The fly issue will be dealt with further by doing some spraying. Thank you to all who are working on 

the fly issue!  D Barstad presented the 2018 budget asking for comment or changes. Discussion was held 

regarding feedback on the stewardship letter that went out to members, there was little feedback. The 

trustees each week place the financial information in the bulletin and encourage questions at any time. 

Old Business:M Boback updated the council that we are in ongoing contact with the synod who are working 

on finding a replacement for P Barb whose last preaching day will be May 20th. Pastor Eric spoke to the council 

saying there is no guarantee a replacement will be found and that,“we need” to have a plan in place to 

provide a working worship schedule for the churches of the NLP. President Boback has had many discussions 

with Pastor Eric looking at workable solutions. The conversations will continue and we all realize that hard 

decisions need to be made and that everyone will not be happy.The council encourages your thoughts and 

questions. 

New Business:The Boy Scouts who meet on Tuesdays at our church have offered their time as volunteers to 

help with projects we may have, if any of us have ideas for them please talk to Pastor or President Boback.  

At a meeting of Pr. Eric and the chairman of the Alter Committeea suggestion was made to do all communions 

by intinction, after discussion by the council a motion was made by Y Trowbridge 2nd by D Maki that we would 

continue having communion each Sunday at the rail by intinction.  Approved with 1 no vote. 



Pr. Boback presented the Northern Lights Parish budget for approval; a motion was made by D Barstad 2nd by J 

Moore.  All approved. 

Motion to adjourn by M Boback, support by D Barstad.  Motion approved 9:30 pm 

Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer   

Respectfully submitted, 

D Maki, Council Secretary 

 

WELCA December Happenings 

Plan to join us for the Ladies’ Christmas Dinner / Silent Auction on December 18, starting at 

5:30, at Our Savior’s in Aurora; and bring a friend(s). Vaughn’s will cater a meal of stuffed pork 

tenderloin, buttered baby reds, California blend veggies, tossed salad and carrot cake for dessert; 

all for $12.50 per person; and it is available gluten-free. Punch and social will be at 5:30, dinner at 

6:00, followed by Jeri Mealey, providing Christmas music, and closing with announcing the Silent 

Auction winners, with Mary Mulari as auctioneer. The Methodist ladies are also invited to take 

part in the dinner and auction.  Ladies at Faith Lutheran and St. Mark’s have also received 

invitations to join us for the fun evening.  

You may sign up on the sheet in the narthex or you can call Joanne (229-3315) or Kate (780-2436) 

with number attending, by December 11; with payment made in advance. 

Please bring your donations of food, crafts and items for the silent auction before 5:30.All 

proceeds will be split 50/50 with the local Food Shelf and VLM camp.   

Many thanks for the donations to our ThankOffering fundraiser, which supports women’s mission 

work church-wide.  Contributions are still being collected; just drop in the offering plate at any 

time. 

We will not have our usual circle meeting in December; instead both circles will meet at Megan’s 

for lunch on December 12 at 12:30 – hope many of you can attend. 

Christmas Blessings from the Women at Our Savior’s, 

Kate Undeland218-780-2436  

**Dates to remember** 

December 12 – Ladies’ luncheon at  

     Megan’s, 12:30 p.m. 

December 18 – Ladies’ Christmas dinner/silent  

     auction, 5:30 p.m. 

 

 



Pastor Ponderings  December 2017 
 

Greeting in Christ, 

 

Christmas – WOW – as older individuals we wonder where the time has gone, seems just yesterday we put 

away those Christmas decoration.  As young people, we think “finally it is here!” 

 

As we ponder shopping, cooking, baking, decorating, wrapping of gifts, and all things that seem to stress us out, 

I would like to share with you a gift that is not wrong.  We often have a hard time thinking of what to buy for 

someone, and then there is the size!  But these gifts are always appropriate. 

 

The Christmas gifts that always fits: The gift of time, kindness, appreciation, encouragement, and love.   

 

The gift of time.  In the busy, hectic pace of Christmas, it may well be that the most precious gift we can give 

someone we love is a little slice of time, an little uninterrupted time just for them.  There are 365 day in the year 

and 24 hours in a day.  Give a gift of just one hour a week given to someone; you will know undoubtedly, know 

who come to mind. 

 

The gift of kindness.  During this season our emotions are taxed a bit and it is easy to become impatient and 

irritable  We don’t have to be thoughtless, rude, edgy, harsh, or hostile.  Just take a deep breath, count to ten. 

 

The gift of appreciation.We do not have to be thoughtless.  We do not have to take people or things for granted.  

We can be appreciative and grateful.  I am convinced that people are hungry for appreciation.  Your spouse, 

your children, your friends, will all appreciate a little appreciation. 

 

The gift encouragement.Wouldn’t it be great if all of us had that ability to encourage people when they are tired, 

when they are down, when they are low?  What could be a better gift than the gift of encouragement. 

 

The gift of love.  What the people near us need this season need more than anything else is love.  What is more 

fitting than to receive that love and then to pass it on?  A hug, a note of I love you, a word spoken of love. 

 

Time, kindness, appreciation, encouragement, and love: These Christmas gifts always fit.  These gifts are fitting 

not only at Christmas, but all year round.   

 

May you and your family have a great Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Peace and JOY, 

Pastor Barb 

 

 



 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 24th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

**Please note that there is NO morning worship on Sunday, December 24th** 

Northern Lights Parish Christmas Eve Service Schedule 

**NO MORNING SERVICES @ ALL THREE CHURCHES** 

Our Savior’s Lutheran ~ 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Eric 

St. Mark’s ~ 5:00 p.m. with Pastor Barb 

Faith ~ 5:00 p.m. with Pastor Eric 

Announcement from the Altar Guild 
Range Respite is no longer doing their Christmas and Easter flower 
fundraiser.  If you wish to remember a loved one by providing flowers,  
you can privately purchase them in time for Christmas and let Kelly know 
by Monday, December 18th to have it in the bulletin. 

 



The Ladies’ Christmas Dinner/Silent Auction 

The Ladies’ Christmas dinner/silent auction will be held on December 18, 5:30 at 

OSLC.  Cost is $12.50/person paid in advance to Joanne or Kate.  Checks payable to 

WELCA.  Please sign up on sheet in the narthex. (catered by Vaughn’s; gluten-free 

available). Questions? Call 780-2436. 

Membership 

If you are interested in becoming a member of our church, please  

Contact Pastor Eric @ 715-295-4366. 

 

 

The Board of Education is hosting a fundraising event 
A faith filled Book Fair started on Oct 23rd.  The purpose of the fair is to raise funds for VLM camperships. 
A table with a sample of display books is located in fellowship hall.  A list with additional references will be on 
the display table. 
Talicia Honkola and Deb Maki will collect money and order forms. 
 

LAST DAY TO PLACE ORDER IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 

 

 

Pastor Rotation 

December 3 Pastor Barb Hegfors 

December 10 Pastor Barb Hegfors 

December 17 Pastor Eric Thiele 

December 24 Pastor Eric Thiele 

December 31 Pulpit Supply 
 

We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

 



Our Savior’s has a prayer shawl ministry through WELCA.  Shawls are 

available for anyone who is   in need of a shawl as a sign of our support & 

concern during a crisis they may be facing.  Please contact Eleonora Lesar 

225-6197 or Lorraine Ekman 229-3328 for a shawl.  If you would like to 

crochet or knit a shawl, please contact Eleonora for direction & supplies. 

Pastor Eric’s office hours are 8:30am ~ 4:30pm 

Monday @ Faith Lutheran Church 

**Tuesday @ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church** 

Wednesday @ St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Thursday ~ around town or by appointmentHis telephone number is 715-295-4366 and his email is 

ericthiele58@gmail.com 

Church Office ~   Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

302 South 2nd Street East 

Aurora, MN  55705 

Telephone # 218-229-3214 

oslc1@frontiernet.net        

www.oslcaurora.org 
 

Kelly West  ~ Secretary 

Telephone # 218-750-4195 

Monday 6am-noon 

Thursday 6am-noon 
 

Pastor Barb Hegfors  

Telephone # 218-969-0135     bjturtle@frontiernet.net 

 

“We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

  www.oslcaurora.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ericthiele58@gmail.com
mailto:oslc1@frontiernet.net
http://www.oslcaurora.org/
mailto:bjturtle@frontiernet.net
http://www.oslcaurora.org/


Monthly EyeOpener & Weekly Bulletin Deadlines 

      The deadline for the Monthly EyeOpener is the 24th of each month.  Submissions may be emailed to Kelly at 

the church office oslc1@frontiernet.net .  That’s oslc (lower case)….the number 1……@......frontiernet.net (all 

lower case) 

 

                                        Schedule for December 2017 
  December 3 Colt Long 

  December 10 Stevie Hakkala 

  December 17 Patrick Douglas 

  December 24 Volunteer  (Christmas eve)(Evening service only) 

  December 31 Carter Skelton 

 

We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

 

December Birthdays 

Dec   2 Kelly West 

Dec   3  Pamela Mueller 

Dec   4  Drew Johnson 

Dec   5  Rachel Sowers 

Dec   6  Julie Okstad 

Dec   9             Colleen Sprink 

Dec 10  Nathan Worshek 

Dec 11  Chris Shuck 

Dec 12  Craig Douglas 

  Barry Lesar 

Dec 15  Robert Kallio 

  Chad Skelton 

Dec 16 Lydia Keskitalo 

Dec 17 Jody Robertson 

Dec 20  Gage Robertson 

Dec 21  John Jeffery 

Dec 23  Donald Berggren 

Dec 27  Brady Mann 

Dec 31  Lori Ekman 

 Cheri Johnson 

 

Happy Birthday Everyone!  

May God bless you on this special day and for many 

days & years to come. 

 

If we have inadvertently omitted anyone, or have an 

incorrect date, please contact the church office at 

229-3214 so we may update our records. 
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When anyone is in need of prayer for special needs, concerns or support, please call Pastor, Kelly or anyone on 

the list of the prayer chain.  All requests and prayers are kept confidential. Members:  Lorraine Ekman, Janet 

Salo, Yvonne Trowbridge, Joanne Barstad, Debbie Maki, Linda Loeffler, Jan Kaster and Judy Marn. 

If anyone else would like to take part in this ministry, please let a member know.  We welcome anyone else 

who would like to share in supporting others in prayer. 

 

Our members who are homebound, in nursing homes, and in assisted living

Irene Undeland  ~  741-5598 

Edgewood Vista, Apt. # 240 

705 17th Street North 

Virginia, MN  55792 

 

Christine Caldwell  

522 Aspen Groves 

Chisholm,  MN  55746 

219-263-7330 

 

Leonard Pylka ~ 218-722-1866 

Edgewood Vista 

4195 Westberg Road # 429 

Hermantown, MN  55811 

 

Louise Ellingson      (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South  apt # 26 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

Ruby & Clayton Okstad        (Aurora Carefree Living)  Ruby apt # 27  

304 East 3rd Avenue South   

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

Herb Moore     (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South    apt. # 33 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

Snow Shoveling List 2017-2018 



Nov 25-Dec 1  Doug Shuck 

Dec 2-8  Dave Skelton 

Dec 9-15  John Nelson 

Dec 16-22  Keith Johnson 

Dec 23-29  Bill Utley 

Dec 30-Jan 5  Chad Skelton 

Jan 6-12  Dave Worshek 

Jan 13-19  Kent Dickinson 

Jan 20-26  Charles Olson 

Jan 27-Feb 2  Craig Douglas 

Feb 3-9  Jack Jeffery 

Feb 10-16  Steve Ekman 

Feb 17-23  Mark Boback 

Feb 24-Mar 2  Robbie Peterson 

Mar 3-9  Keith Shatava 

Mar 10-16  Don Barstad 

Mar 17-23  Nate Skelton 

Mar 24-30  Barrett Honkola 

Mar 30-Apr 6  Kim Norman 

Apr 7-13  Rich Jackson 

Apr 14-20  John Long 

Apr 21-27  Doug Shuck 

Apr 27-May 4  John Nelson 

 

Thank You to our Snow 

Shovelers 
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   Please plan to attend our Sunday School Program, and  

   then stay for brunch, hosted by the Board of Education. 
 



Monthly Volunteers 

December  Ushers   

3  

10  

17  

24  

31            

December  Readers   

3 Colleen Sprink 

10 Joanne Barstad 

17 Kent Dickinson 

24 Jill Dickinson 

31  

December  Musicians 

3 Diane Boback 

10 Diane Boback 

17 Diane Boback 

24 Julie Helgerson 

31       
 

December  Deacon ~  Jill Dickinson 
December  Altar Guild  ~ Joanne B., Eleonora L.  Kate U.  Tyann J., Pam P. 
December  Trustees ~   Kent Dickinson & Steve Ekman 
 


