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To Reformation 500 and Beyond 

 We have now arrived at and are living into the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Ok, now what? 

Where do we go from here?  

 Let me first start by looking to the past which helps inform our past and present…through recent 

opportunities for continuing education, I was reminded of a few things about Martin Luther and the Protestant 

Reformation by professors who presented and in conversations with colleagues.  

1. Luther never wanted to splinter the church. In the words of Dr. Dirk Lange, professor of worship at 

Luther Seminary, “Luther wanted to invite people into a dialogue and he did not have a dialogue 

partner.” This is what the 95 Theses were all about…having a dialogue about the best ways to reconsider 

how they were to live out their callings as God’s church in the world. This is what we continue to do to 

this day just in different ways.  

2. The visible faith was and is made known not through a cross on the wall but by the Word and 

Sacraments. It is through scripture and our participation in baptism and communion where we find our 

identity as God’s people and God’s church. It is also through scripture and the sacraments that we are 

strengthened and renewed in order that we might go out and serve the world. 

3. There have been portrayals of Catholics by Lutherans and Lutherans by Catholics that have caused harm 

throughout the centuries since the Reformation and especially at significant anniversaries of the 

Reformation.  

 

So what does this mean for us moving forward into the future? 

1. The Reformation is not a one-time event, but rather an ongoing one. We are church that, while we 

acknowledge the past and how it has gotten us to where we are today, we must not be a church that stays 

in the past to remember the good old days. Rather, we are a church that is always changing and always 

being made new in the image of Christ. We, the Northern Lights Parish, live into that reality every day. 

We, therefore get to reimagine how we are church, how we are Lutheran, and how we are church 

together for the sake of the world.  

2. As we reimagine how we are church, how we are Lutheran, and how we are church together for the sake 

of the world, we are grounded and will continue to be grounded in the scriptures and in the sacraments. 

How can we reclaim our Lutheran identity and our Lutheran heritage, not as which nationality we are 

but as people who live out our identity through scriptural and sacramental callings. 

3. The Lutheran and Catholic relationship is being reformed, renewed, and reshaped. We, as Lutherans and 

Catholics have the opportunity to invite further dialogue about our shared identity in Christ and how we 

can live out that calling together, not as enemies but as dialogue partners. This is evident by a renewed 

effort by leaders in both churches around the world engaging in worship and dialogue together. 
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So as we move into year 501 of the Reformation, remember our identity as Christians did not start 500 years 

ago. Our identity started 2000 years ago through Jesus. How can we continue to live into that identity for the 

next 500 years? 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Eric 

 
 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

October 17, 2017 

Opening Remarks/ Presidents Report 6:35 pm by President M Boback 

• Talk about Funeral policy.  

• Devotions by Pastor – Galatians 2, 19-21 

• November Council meeting date changed to Monday, November 20th to accommodate The 
Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 21. 

• “Possible interest” from a commercial business to purchase our property just east of the church.   

• Auction Fund Raiser for the youth attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas in 2018. 

Release to Boards 7:50 PM after discussing above topics with members present who can’t stay for formal 

council meeting. 

Council Meeting 7:30 PM:  In attendance M Boback, L Oftelie D Shuck, D Barstad, J Moore, D Maki, M 

Nelson, M Hess & Pastor Eric. 

Devotions by Pastor – Galatians 2, 19-21. Pastor Eric went over his monthly report with the council. Pastor’s 

report is located in the Eye Opener for all to read.  

Approve Minutes of September 19,2017 – Motion to approve by M Hess, 2nd L Oftelie. Motion approved. 

Approve Treasurers Reports of September2017 – Motion by M Nelson, 2nd by D Barstad. Motion approved. 

Board Reports 

Board of Deacons: President Boback reported for the Deacons: Confirmation will be October 29 we have 2 

students being confirmed L Skelton, and H Jackson, Deacon for Nov. is M Hess, Y Trowbridge and L Ekman will 

provide Eucharist Ministry.  Pulpit replacement is needed for Nov 19 as Pastor will be at the youth gathering 

and pulpit replacement is also needed for Dec. 31st. M Hess will arrange a Christmas hymn sing for December 

31st.  

Board of Education: D Maki reported Sunday school is fun and busy for the kids we have parent and 

grandparent participation and T Honkola our SS Superintendent continues to do an awesome job planning and 

organizing the activities. D Maki reported that she had not yet purchased the Bibles for the younger ages and 

reported that she and Bill purchased the needed Bibles for the Confirmation students. 

Stewardship and Fellowship:  J Moore reported that she will be placing an article in the November Eye 

Opener on stewardship; J Moore also reported that on Super Bowl Sunday we would be doing the soup can 



food shelf fundraiser as Pastor Barb does in the Methodist church; we will not be doing the Lent soup can 

fundraiser which is a busy time for the congregation.  

Board of Trustees:  D Barstad reported that the trustees approved the treasures report for September, 

reported, that the trustees are looking at the continuous drop of income to the church and will be sending out 

letters to the congregation. Other information shared was during the heavy rains we have had some water in 

the basement of the old kitchen that was taken care of and dehumidifiers were placed.  

Old Business: The council discussed options being looked at to find a replacement for Pastor Barb whose last 

day will be May 28th which will come up fast. Thanksgiving Service has been changed by the NLP to TUESDAY, 

November 21st in hopes of better attendance at the NLP churches joint service.  Everyone should plan now to 

attend! 

The Funeral Policy was discussed and Pastor Eric will make some wording changes, a motion was made by L 

Oftelie, 2nd by D Barstad. Motion approved with 5 yes votes and 2 no votes.  

Church Constitution – President Boback will look at the constitution as it is written and suggest changes in 

terminology that no longer is used.  

News Letter Distribution – Is an ongoing question on whether we need to go back to mailing the “Eye 

Opener”each month to all members?  A suggestion was made to offer subscriptions to help pay for the added 

expense. It is felt that people are not reading the emailed Eye Opener. Please everyone talk about this and let 

council members know your feeling. 

Motion to adjourn by M Boback, support by D Barstad, Motion approved 8:50 pm 

Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer   

Respectfully submitted, 

D Maki, Council Secretary 

 

****PLEASE NOTE ~ NOVEMBER BOARDS AND COUNCIL 

MEETING IS CHANGED TO MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 

DUE TO NLP THANKSGIVING SERVICE @ ST.MARK’S ON 

TUESDAY.**** 

 

From Pastor Barb  ~  November 2017 
Christian Greeting, 
 
The Pilgrims first observed Thanksgiving in 1621.  It lasted three days and they celebrated with goose, turkey, 
and beer. The pilgrims felt as strong believers, the need to share their tables with others, and offered thanks 
to God for bringing them to a new land, a land full of promise, and for watching over them every day. 



 
As it was with the Pilgrims then, we today as children of God in the United States offered thanks to God, 
presenting before God and to God various offerings from the year’s crops, to be disbursed to those who have 
less than we do through our community and into the world. 
 
In the hard times, we still have so much; we have life, no matter our health stage. We have family and friends, 
no matter how scattered.  We have community, no matter how it is organized, and we have the presence of 
God, and the promise of Jesus Christ, the promise that when we seek first God's kingdom and God’s 
righteousness, that all we need will be from God.  We have the ability to respond to God's love and grace. We 
can respond by offering God the resources that he first gave us. By offering God prayer, prayer that he first 
taught us and by offering God and each other love, the love he first gave us as a love that extends to all people 
and creation. 
 
I think that when Jesus told us not to be anxious about tomorrow, about what we eat, drink, or wear, it was to 
remind us that we are at all times blessed by the Spirit of God with many things, things both physical and 
spiritual. 
 
Thanksgiving is a time we can choose to decide to truly trust and thank God for what he has given us, and 
what God will do for us. That is what seeking the kingdom of God is about, and that is what thanksgiving is 
about: Looking, finding, and thanking - thanking in word and in deed for all that God gives. 
 
May you have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 
In Christian Love, 
Pastor Barb 

 

WOMEN of the ELCA November News 

When you receive this month’s EyeOpener, the Lefse Bake fundraiser will be starting as follows: 

November 1, Wednesday, 9:00 peeling; 1:00 ricing and mixing (our men are so generous in donating 

their time to help with this; THANKS)   November 2, Thursday, 8:00 making balls; 

9:00 rolling; 11:00 general meeting           

  November 3, Friday, 10:00 to 12:00 Pickup for lefse sales. 
 
Many thanks to everyone for giving of their time and talents in supporting our major fundraising 

effort.  We couldn’t do this without all your participation! 

 

As we prepare for the month of November and Thanksgiving, we also have set the date for our 

Thankoffering service, which is November 12.  You will see the Thankoffering envelopes in your 

boxes at church.  Just to give a little information, Thankoffering is an annual Women’s offering 

where we take up a collection as an expression of gratitude for our many blessings over the past 

year and to support women church-wide.  The very first Thankoffering service was held in 1889; 



and today Women of the ELCA collect more than $1 million in Thankofferings annually for the 

mission of our women’s organization.  This is our opportunity to support these ministries church-

wide. 

St. Mark’s will be hosting the third Creed study by Pr. Eric on November 13.  Please watch the 

bulletin for final details on time and carpooling.  This is a wonderful time of fellowship with all 

the ladies of Northern Lights Parish; and will take the place of our circle meeting for this month. 

Look for our Christmas Dinner and silent auction date which will be posted on the Narthex 

bulletin board. More information will follow in the December EyeOpener. 

Many thanks to all the ladies and men who lend a helping hand in so many ways. 

 

Kate Undeland 218-780-2436  

 

 

 

News from Interchurch -  October 24, 2017 

 

Election of Officers for 2018 –         Chair :  Lynn Voss 

                                                      Vice  Chair:  Janet Salo 

                                                       Treasurer :  Jan Mikolich   

                                                        Secretary :  Alta Sprink 

 

Food Shelf – Pastor Jerry 

1. Turkey Raffle –  $ 1 per ticket – to  win $ 150 Grocery Gift Card.  Helps fund Holiday Food 
Baskets. 

2. Palo Congregational and the two Methodist Churches are raising funds to provide 
nuts/candy/fruit in Holiday Baskets.  We can help if we wish. 



Finances –  The Aurora Food Shelf is 100% donation based.  The March Campaigns (which 

includes Lenten service offerings) raise over 50% of food shelf needs for the year.  Without 

Interchurch we would not have a food shelf.   

200% - the amount of increase of food the Aurora Food Shelf has been able to give each 

family using the food shelf. 

The Aurora Food Shelf has the largest number of volunteers and largest number of families 

using its services on the Iron Range. 

The Aurora Food Shelf is open – Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

FOOD SHELF BENEFIT  -  Sunday, November 5, 2017  at 3:00 p.m. 

 

                        GOD BLESS AMERICA CONCERT – Biwabik Covenant Church 

Free admission – free will and/or perishable food items will be welcome. 

Please come!  These concerts are fun! Coffee “ an will be served. 

 

Events :  November   3 -  Lefse Sale at Our Savior’s in Aurora 

                                       5 -  God Bless America Concert – 3:00 p.m. 

                                               Biwabik Covenant 

                                        7 – Beef Stew – St. Mark’s - Palo 

 

             

 

QUILTING 

The women have started quilting for the year,  but the weather has been so nice we have had 

a slow start.  Come and join us.  We meet any time after 9:00 a.m on Wednesday mornings.  If 

we are not there by nine, we are usually there shortly there after. 

 



Membership 

If you are interested in becoming a member of our church, please contact  

Pastor Eric @ 715-295-4366. 

 

Northern Lights Parish Council Minutes 
The NLP council met on September 18, 2017. Members present were: Ellen Prinkkila, Art Cherro 

(for Nikki Swanson), Deb Maki, Mark Boback, Jean Korpi and Carol Tynjala (for Rolf Widstrand). 

Also attending were Pastor Erick Thiele, Brenda Tibbitts, Pastor Amy Odgren as well as numerous 

members of each of the three church councils. 

The secretary’s report was handed out and a motion was made by Deb and seconded by Ellen to 

accept the report. Motion carried. 

The treasurer’s repot was reviewed. A motion was made by Art and seconded by Deb to accept the 

treasurer’s report and the motion passed. Mark commented that the cost of Portico, which is 

pastor’s health insurance, is going up 5% for the Gold Plan. 

Christmas/Christmas Eve services were discussed. Two of the three congregational councils have 

decided they would not have a morning service on the Sunday that is also Christmas Eve and only 

have a Christmas Eve service. Service times for Christmas Eve were discussed. The council gave 

the pastors their suggestions. Pastor Barb and Pastor Erick will finalize the times. 

Mark got a call from Gene Maki who suggested we might consider having a parish nurse. This 

person might offer health opportunities or suggestions. 

The 2017 Parish Picnic was discussed. The attendance by all congregations was poor. A discussion 

followed about what to do about it. 

Thanksgiving service at St. Mark’s will be on a new day this year. It will be held on Tuesday, 

November 21st at 6:30 p.m. followed by coffee’an. This is a joint NLP worship service and St. 

Mark’s also invites the Palo Congregational Church members. 

The Northern Lights Parish churches were included in the new Area Church Directory. Mark asked 

for some extras so we can put them in the local area’s motels, etc. If anyone knows of places that 

we could put them contact Mark to see if he has any left. 

Carol relayed a suggestion from Rolf Widstrand that we take an option to do only basic background 

checks on those people who work with youth which would be cheaper than other background 

checks. Deb made a motion, with a second by Carol, that we draw up a formal background check 

policy to be implemented by the NLP. 

Pastor Erick wrote up a suggested funeral policy for the NLP to go by for people that do not use a 

funeral home for funeral set up at our churches. This includes charges for tasks normally done by a 

funeral home staff. Mark made a motion to adopt the policy for the NLP provided by the pastor. 

The motion was seconded by Ellen and passed. Pastor Erick will correct/edit the suggested policy. 

Pastor Amy Odgren spoke to all the councils about the possibility of how our three churches could 

work together more and maybe consolidate things to make things easier for our pastors or for our 

finances. She and Brenda Tibbitts asked all the council members questions about making church 

more interesting for the youth to encourage them and their parents to attend services more 

regularly. The councils were also asked to consider what priorities we will be looking for in another 

pastor (or other credentialed person) when Pastor Barb retires next year. 



 

The Board of Education is hosting a fundraising event 
A faith filled Book Fair started on Oct 23rd.  The purpose of the fair is to raise funds for VLM camperships. 
A table with a sample of display books will be located in fellowship hall.  A list with additional references will 
be on the display table. 
Talicia Honkola and Deb Maki will collect money and order forms. 

 

 

Thank You 
A huge thank you to Keith Shatava for donating the crosses given to our confirmation students 
and new members. 

 

 

 

 

*******TUESDAY******* 
November 21st 

 
St Mark’s Lutheran Church in Palo 

@ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Pastor Rotation 

November 5th      Barb Hegfors 

November 12th    Barb Hegfors 

November 19th    Pulpit Supply  

November 26th    Eric Thiele 

Creed Study 

St. Mark’s Church Women will host the third study of the Apostles’ Creed from “Gather,” the publication for 

Women of the ELCA, which will be held on Monday, November 13th, at 11:30, with Pastor Thiele.  Bring a bag 

lunch and enjoy some fellowship before the study begins.  Coffee an’ will be served.  If you don’t subscribe to 

the “Gather” magazine, materials will be available.  We look forward to having ladies from Northern Lights 

Parish attend.  

 

 



We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

 

Our Savior’s has a prayer shawl ministry through WELCA.  Shawls are 

available for anyone who is   in need of a shawl as a sign of our support & 

concern during a crisis they may be facing.  Please contact Eleonora Lesar 

225-6197 or Lorraine Ekman 229-3328 for a shawl.  If you would like to 

crochet or knit a shawl, please contact Eleonora for direction & supplies. 

Pastor Eric’s office hours are 8:30am ~ 4:30pm 

Monday @ Faith Lutheran Church 

**Tuesday @ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church** 

Wednesday @ St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Thursday ~ around town or by appointmentHis telephone number is 715-295-4366 and his email is 

ericthiele58@gmail.com 

Church Office ~   Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

302 South 2nd Street East 

Aurora, MN  55705 

Telephone # 218-229-3214 

oslc1@frontiernet.net        

www.oslcaurora.org 

 

Kelly West  ~ Secretary 

Telephone # 218-750-4195 

Monday 6am-noon 

Thursday 6am-noon 

 

Pastor Barb Hegfors  

Telephone #  218-969-0135     bjturtle@frontiernet.net 

 

“We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

  www.oslcaurora.org 

 

Monthly EyeOpener & Weekly Bulletin Deadlines 
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      The deadline for the Monthly EyeOpener is the 24th of each month.  Submissions may be emailed to Kelly at 

the church office oslc1@frontiernet.net .  That’s oslc (lower case)….the number 1……@......frontiernet.net (all 

lower case) 

                                        Schedule for November 2017 
  November 5 Jakob Undeland 

  November 12 Evan Skelton 

  November 19 Volunteer 

  November 26 Siiri Hakala 

   

                                             

We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

November Birthdays 

 
Nov   3   Jill Dickinson  

Nov   4 William Maki 

Nov 14 Pamela Peterson 

Nov 16 Kent Dickinson 

Nov 18 Steve Ekman 

Nov 19 Dan Hanson 

Nov 20  Roger Trowbridge 

Nov 30 McKenzie Christianson 

 

 

Happy Birthday Everyone!  

May God bless you on this special day and for many days & years to come. 

 

If we have inadvertently omitted  

anyone, or have an incorrect date, please contact the church office at 229-3214 so we may update our 

records. 

 

 

 

  
When anyone is in need of prayer for special needs, concerns or support, please call Pastor, Kelly or anyone on 

the list of the prayer chain.  All requests and prayers are kept confidential. Members:  Lorraine Ekman, Janet 

Salo, Yvonne Trowbridge, Joanne Barstad, Debbie Maki, Linda Loeffler, Jan Kaster and Judy Marn. 

 

mailto:oslc1@frontiernet.net


If anyone else would like to take part in this ministry, please let a member know.  We welcome anyone else 

who would like to share in supporting others in prayer. 

 

Our members who are homebound, in nursing homes, and in assisted living

Irene Undeland  ~  741-5598 

Edgewood Vista, Apt. # 240 

705 17th Street North 

Virginia, MN  55792 

 

 

Christine Caldwell  

522 Aspen Groves 

Chisholm,  MN  55746 

219-263-7330 

 

Leonard Pylka ~ 218-722-1866 

Edgewood Vista 

4195 Westberg Road # 429 

Hermantown, MN  55811 

 

Louise Ellingson      (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South  apt # 26 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

Ruby & Clayton Okstad        (Aurora Carefree Living)  Ruby apt # 27  

304 East 3rd Avenue South   

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

Herb Moore     (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South    apt. # 33 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

In memory of Richie Jacobson, gifts were given to the Living Memorial Fund by Kim & Joy 

Norman, Mark & Diane Boback; and to the Youth Group Fund by Linda Loeffler. 



In Honor of Roger & Yvonne Trowbridge’s 60 th Anniversary, gifts were given to the Quilting 

Fund by Lorna Kallio; to the Living Memorial Fund by John & Margie Nelson & Janet Salo; and 

the Sunday School by Lorraine Ekman. 

In Memory of Duane Ellingson gifts were given to the Living Memorial Fund by Judy Marn, 

Don & Joann Barstad, Kim & Joy Norman, Irene Skoglund, Elsie Lehtinen, Bill & Debbie Maki, 

Janet Salo, R & V Trowbridge, Bill & Kay Utley & Ruby Okstad;  to the Campership Fund by Herb 

& Jan Moore; to the quilting Fund by Lorna Kallio; and to the Organ fund by Marie Anderson. 

A gift was given to the Living Memorial Fund by Kay & Bill Utley, in memory of Kay’s sister. 

 

 

Snow Shoveling List 2017-2018 

Nov 18-24  Kim Norman 

Nov 25-Dec 1  Doug Shuck 

Dec 2-8  Dave Skelton 

Dec 9-15  John Nelson 

Dec 16-22  Keith Johnson 

Dec 23-29  Bill Utley 

Dec 30-Jan 5  Chad Skelton 

Jan 6-12  Dave Worshek 

Jan 13-19  Kent Dickinson 

Jan 20-26  Charles Olson 

Jan 27-Feb 2  Craig Douglas 

Feb 3-9  Jack Jeffery 

Feb 10-16  Steve Ekman 

Feb 17-23  Mark Boback 

Feb 24-Mar 2  Robbie Peterson 

Thank You to our Snow 

Shovelers 

 



Mar 3-9  Keith Shatava 

Mar 10-16  Don Barstad 

Mar 17-23  Nate Skelton 

Mar 24-30  Barrett Honkola 

Mar 30-Apr 6  Kim Norman 

Apr 7-13  Rich Jackson 

Apr 14-20  John Long 

Apr 21-27  Doug Shuck 

Apr 27-May 4  John Nelson 

 

 

 

It's Worth a Try 

A local couple has increased giving to the general fund at the church in a unique way. 

The increase is based on their family members' birthdays and their anniversary. In the 

month of the birthday of their children and grandchildren, they give the amount of their 

age. When Katie, their granddaughter, turned four, they added $4 to their Sunday giving. 

When Grandpa turned 80, an additional $80 was given. If given in the month of the 

event, it's not as hard as if otherwise giving a lump sum at a random time of the year. 

Why not try this for a year? It might become a great habit. 

 

Submitted by the Stewardship Board 
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Monthly Volunteers 

November  Ushers   

November 5  Keith & Cheri Johnson 

November 12 Women of the Church 

November 19  DuWayne & Pam Peterson 

November 26  Duane & Kate Undeland 

            

November  Readers   

November 5  Mary Hess 

November 12  WELCA 

November 19  Coleen sprink 

November 26  Jan M., Margie N., Kim N., Mark B 
 

November  Musicians 

November 5  Judy Marn 

November 12  Judy Marn 

November 19  Diane Boback  

November 26  Diane Boback 

 

    
 

November  Deacon ~  Mary Hess 
November  Altar Guild  ~ Pam Peterson, Paula Skelton, Wanda Fisher & Sue Sowers 
November  Trustees ~   Rod Salo & Don Barstad 
 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Building Use Policy 
    

  This policy is for the use of the fellowship hall, kitchen, and fireside room.   

      All requests for the use of the sanctuary must be made through the secretary to the pastor with notice given to 

Executive council.  Any use for private baptisms, funerals, weddings, confirmations, or any other events requiring a 

pastor must be made to the pastor/s directly.  The secretary will notify the Executive council when such events are to 

occur. 

     All requests for the use of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Aurora, MN by members ( those listed in the annual 

membership directory) must be made to the Executive Council through the secretary (218)229-3214. Any request must 

be made no less than three weeks prior to the date of use.  The pastor/s must be notified as soon as Executive Council 

has approved.  This is to eliminate conflicts with events that may come up such as funerals. 

     Any use by non-members requires a deposit of ($100.00) one hundred dollars for cleaning and the possibility of 

damage.  All or a portion thereof will be returned after inspection.   

     The pastor/s must be notified of any building use to avoid conflicts 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


