
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Aurora, MN  
 

First Sunday of Christmas 

January 1, 2023 



PRELUDE 

HEARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS          LBW pg. 77 
HYMN            Cold December Flies Away             LBW # 53  
GREETING                                                                LBW pg. 78 
KYRIE                                    LBW pg. 78 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Lord God, heavenly king…”      LBW pg. 80 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own 
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all 
the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, Now and forever. Amen.   
 

FIRST READING                                                    Isaiah 63:7-9 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy 
acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and 
the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them 
according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, children 
who will not deal falsely”; and he became their savior in all their 
distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved 
them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them 
up and carried them all the days of old. 

R:  The word of the Lord.      C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM   148 (please read responsively)  

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in 
the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the 
heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and 
they were created. 
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, 
which cannot be passed. 
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his 
command! 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the 
earth! 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is 
exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. 
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, 
for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD! 

 
SECOND READING                                Hebrews 2:10-18 

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things 
exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer 



of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For 
this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and 
sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 13And 
again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the 
children whom God has given me.” 

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help 
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he 
is able to help those who are being tested. 

R:  The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             LBW pg. 83 

  C:  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go…  LBW pg. 83 

GOSPEL INTRODUCTION                                            LBW pg. 83 

     C:  Glory to you O Lord.        

 

GOSPEL                                    Matthew 2:13-23 



13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
have called my son.” 

16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he 
was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and 
around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they are no more.” 

19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when 
he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in 
a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made 
his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called 
a Nazorean.” 



GOSPEL RESPONSE                                                         LBW pg. 83 

    C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 
HYMN                    The Bells of Christmas  (vs 1-4)    LBW # 62                    
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  God of grace, C:  hear our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE                                                          
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY        Create in me…..                 
OFFERING PRAYER  
  P:  God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have 

offered.  Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us 



at your table of celebration.  Strengthen us to share with all the 

world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.   C:  Amen 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      pg. 91 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                      LBW pg. 95 
SENDING HYMN          Go Tell It on the Mountain         LBW # 70   

DISMISSAL                                                                            LBW pg. 95 

POSTLUDE    

 

Thank you to those who helped with today’s service ~ 

Mary Hess 

Reader ~ Dave Skelton 

Ushers ~ Dave & Paula Skelton 

Music ~ Diane Boback 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5201


~Prayer Concerns~ 

Joy Norman, Charlotte and Ken Carlson, Louise Ellingson, Glorene 

Clark, Bill Utley 

 

~Calendar ~ 

Tuesday  8:30   Bandage Rolling 

   

Wednesday 9:00   Quilting 

****  Bulletin Announcement Deadline 

 

Next Sunday 10:30  Worship/HC and Sunday School 

    11:30  Coffee an 

 

 

Next Sunday ~ January 8, 2023 

Pastor Greg Anderson 

Reader ~ Mark Boback 

Ushers ~ Lorraine Ekman & Sue Sowers 

Music ~ Diane Boback 

 

      



~ Announcements~ 

 

Annual Meeting is on Sunday, January 22, 2023 following our 

worship service. 

 

Wanted ~ Donated white sheets for the mission project of making 

bandages for Global Ministries.  If you have any questions, please 

call Jan Moore at 229-3466. 

 

Prayer Concerns ~ Everyone, if you need or know someone who 

needs/wants prayers, please call the church office, Pastor Greg, 

Deb Maki or call the prayer chain as printed in the weekly 

bulletins and monthly EyeOpener.      

 

Prayer Chain ~ When anyone is in need of prayer for special 

needs, concerns or support, please call Pastor Greg, or anyone on 

the list of the prayer chain.  All requests and prayers are kept 

confidential. Lorraine Ekman 229-3328 , Janet Salo 229-2332 or 

404-3358, Yvonne Trowbridge 229-2463, Linda Loeffler 229-0130, 

Jan Moore 229-3466, Kate Undeland 780-2436, Debbie Maki 290-

1471. 

 



Snow Shoveling List ~ Thank you to all who shovel, you all are 

very much appreciated!! 

12/30 – 1/5                  Duane Undeland 

1/6 – 1/12                    Charles Olson         

1/13 – 1/19                  Kent Dickinson 

1/20 – 1/26                  Chad Skelton 

 

 


