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ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

January 21, 2018 

(Following Worship) 

 

Worship will begin @ 8:30 a.m. this morning 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

2018 is upon us and every time the new year comes, we have the opportunity to look back on the year 

that was and to look forward to the year that has arrived. As we look back upon 2017, we have the opportunity 

to give thanks for all that has been a blessing in our lives, to grieve for those who are living eternally as saints in 

light, and celebrate all we were able to accomplish, as individuals, as family units, as a community, a church, a 

state, and nation. As we look forward to all the possibilities that are ahead in 2018, we have the opportunity to 

dream big, to consider new ideas, to try or do something new, and achieve something we haven’t before.  

Our faith gives us great opportunities as does our involvement in this parish to live into a new reality 

and into the new year not just every time the calendar changes to January 1 but as we are given new life each 

day, as we shed all that holds us back from deepening our relationship with God and with one another, and as 

we experience a resurrection into new life each and every day. We live into this new reality as we observe once 

again Christ coming into our world as a child, as Emmanuel, as God with us.   

 

http://www.oslcaurora.org/


Each time we ring in a new year, I am struck at all the possibilities for dreaming, for resolving to do 

something new or renewed, and for being more intentional in the relationships we hold in all aspects of our 

lives. The New Year often means that we are coming up with a New Years’ Resolution. Sometimes this means 

exercising more, eating more fruits and vegetables, or trying to improve ourselves in one way or another. All of 

these things are great. I would encourage you to consider how we might, as a parish, invite each other to listen 

closer to the ways in which God is at work in our world and what God is calling us to do and to be. 

I would encourage all of us to have a resolution for our faith, to imagine and dream about new ministries 

and possibilities, and to find ways to deepen our faith and our walk together as a parish in this time and this 

place. Perhaps you might be interested in a study on the Small Catechism, on a social topic, a new devotional 

idea, leading or creating new worship possibilities, starting a new ministry, or gathering with a group of people 

for food and conversation. Whatever the idea may be, share it with me, some friends, and see what might 

happen when you get together and share these new ideas with one another.  

May you be inspired to renew your faith journey as we continue to be called to be the light of the world. 

God’s richest blessings to you and your family for 2018! 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Eric 

 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
December 19, 2017 

Opening Remarks/ Presidents Report 6:35 pm by President M Boback 

Not too much as we had a long session last month. Tonight’s agenda; 

• Approve the presented budget for 2018 

• Reported that the Nominating Committee has completed its work except to fill the nominating 

committee of (5) people for 2018, they will be chosen at the annual meeting.  

• Big “Thank you” to the Board of Ed, and to everyone who helped with the GREAT Christmas Program 

& Brunch. 

 

Release to Boards 6:50 after discussing the above topics with members present who can’t stay for formal 

council meeting. 

Council Meeting 7:30 PM:  In attendance D Shuck Baxter, J Dickinson, H Dickinson,  M Boback, L Oftelie, D 

Barstad, J Moore, Pastor Eric,  & D Maki. 

Pastor Eric went over his monthly report with the council. Pastor’s report is located in the Eye Opener for all 

to read. Please everyone note Pastor Eric has added other options for worshipping time if we the NLP Board 

is not able to find a replacement for Pastor Barb come the end of May 2018. 

Approve Minutes of Nov. 20, 2017 – Motion to approve by L Oftelie, 2nd by D Shuck. Motion approved. 

Approve Treasurers Reports of Nov. 2017 – Motion by D Barstad, 2nd by H Dickinson. Motion approved. 

Board Reports 



Board of Deacons: K Baxter reported for the Deacons: Deacon for Jan. is K Baxter, P Peterson and M Castle will 

provide Eucharistic Ministry.  K Baxter reported Pastor will be gone Dec. 31stM Hess and D Boback are working 

ona Christmas hymn sing, no communion will be served that day. 

Board of Education: D Maki reported the Sunday school Christmas program was a huge success and that 

Talicia does an amazing job with all the kids; The Board of Ed’s Faith filled book fair was a great success and 

gave people the opportunity to order books for kids for Christmas, some of the sample books will be kept for 

the Sunday school and some can be purchased by members or anyone. “Check the table for those books for 

anyone to purchase. 

Board of Stewardship: On Super Bowl Sunday Feb 4th we will have a food shelf fundraiser; M Mulari will be 

creating soup can labels and placing them in our mailboxes. The “Souper Bowl" fundraiser will replace the 

March soup can fundraiser; everyone, please check your mailboxes for your “Souper Bowl” can labels and 

begin saving for the food shelf fund raiser. 

Board of Trustees:  D Barstad reported that the trustees approved the treasure’s report for Nov.  D Barstad 

reported we will be doing ceiling repair in the Narthex beginning January 8th through the 11th, J Wedel will 

remove the damaged ceiling and remove the popcorn finish and reapply a knock down finish.   D Barstad and L 

Oftelie went over the proposed budget for 2018 and asked the council for a motion to approve the proposed 

budget that will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting January 21st. A motion was made by 

D Maki to approve the proposed budget, 2nd by J Moore.  Motion approved. 

Old Business: 

From Nov.2017:M Boback updated the council that we are in ongoing contact with the synod who are working 

on finding a replacement for P Barb whose last preaching day will be May 20th. Pastor Eric spoke to the council 

saying there is no guarantee a replacement will be found and that, “we need” to have a plan in place to 

provide a working worship schedule for the churches of the NLP. President Boback has had many discussions 

with Pastor Eric, looking at workable solutions. The conversations will continue and we all realize that hard 

decisions need to be made and that everyone will not be happy. The council encourages your thoughts and 

questions. 

From Nov. 2017:The Boy Scouts who meet on Tuesdays at our church have offered their time as volunteers to 

help with projects we may have, if any of us have ideas for them please talk to Pastor or President Boback.  

New Business: 

President M Boback gave a big “Thank you” to “Everyone” who works so hard keeping things going around our 

church and to all who serve endlessly on boards and projects. Thank you for doing God’s work!  God blesses 

those who give of themselves! 

Motion to adjourn by M Boback, support by D Barstad.  Motion approved 9:30 pm 

Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer   

Respectfully submitted, 

D Maki, Council Secretary  



January WELCA News 

The Christmas dinner and silent auction was a wonderful event.  Vaughn’s catered a delicious 

dinner; and entertainment was provided by Gerry Mealey playing the accordion, with Cleo 

Bialkesinging along.  

The silent auction, handled by Mary Mulari, brought in over $1300, which half was sent to the 

local food shelf and half to Camp Vermilion.  Many thanks to all who donated items for the 

auction, and also to the generous bidders.  We couldn’t do this without you.  It was a very fun 

evening. 

Many thanks to all that served on the Board and all members who supported our projects and 

events this past year.  Please refer to the annual report for a summary of our activities throughout 

the year. 

Wishing you all a wonderful New Year from the ladies at Our Savior’s, 

   Kate Undeland 

   

 
   

 

Membership 

If you are interested in becoming a member of our church, please  

Contact Pastor Eric @ 715-295-4366. 

 



Pastor Rotation 

January 7 Barb Hegfors 

January 14 Barb Hegfors 

January 21 Eric Thiele 

January 28 Eric Thiele 
 

We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 

 

Our Savior’s has a prayer shawl ministry through WELCA.  Shawls are 

available for anyone who is   in need of a shawl as a sign of our support & 

concern during a crisis they may be facing.  Please contact Eleonora Lesar 

225-6197 or Lorraine Ekman 229-3328 for a shawl.  If you would like to 

crochet or knit a shawl, please contact Eleonora for direction & supplies. 

Pastor Eric’s office hours are 8:30am ~ 4:30pm 

Monday @ Faith Lutheran Church 

**Tuesday @ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church** 

Wednesday @ St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Thursday ~ around town or by appointmentHis telephone number is 715-295-4366 and his email is 

ericthiele58@gmail.com 

Church Office ~   Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

302 South 2nd Street East 

Aurora, MN  55705 

Telephone # 218-229-3214 

oslc1@frontiernet.net        

www.oslcaurora.org 
 

Kelly West  ~ Secretary 

Telephone # 218-750-4195 

Monday 6am-noon 

Thursday 6am-noon 
 

Pastor Barb Hegfors  

Telephone # 218-969-0135     bjturtle@frontiernet.net 

 

“We are our Savior’s servants in our church, community and the world” 
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  www.oslcaurora.org 

 

Monthly EyeOpener & Weekly Bulletin Deadlines 

      The deadline for the Monthly EyeOpener is the 24th of each month.  Submissions may be emailed to Kelly at 

the church office oslc1@frontiernet.net .  That’s oslc (lower case)….the number 1……@......frontiernet.net (all 

lower case) 

 

                                        Schedule for December 2018 
  January 7 Alexa Undeland 

  January 14 Danny Knapper 

  January 21 Jakob Undeland 

  January 28 Evan Skelton 

 

 

January Birthdays 

 
Jan   1  Michael Lesar 

Jan   2 Karen Christianson 

 Colt Long 

Jan   8  Lori Berrigan 

Jan   9  Mervin Castle 

Jan 12 Leah Undeland 

Jan 15  Benjamin Shain 

Jan 17 Mitchell Hanson 

Jan 21  John Samuelson 

Jan 26 Susan Hanson 

Jan 27  Jacob Baxter 

Jan 28  Olivia Prazak 

Jan 31  Arla Storbeck 

 

Happy Birthday Everyone!  

May God bless you on this special day and for many days & years to come. 

 

If we have inadvertently omitted  

anyone, or have an incorrect date, please contact the church office at 229-3214 so we may update our 

records. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oslcaurora.org/
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NEWS FROM INTERCHURCH       

FALL PATRIOTIC CONCERT - $754 in concert donations plus a $500 donation from the Vermilion Land Office 

and another $100 donation for a total of $1,254 was raised for the Aurora Food Shelf. 

EAST RANGE CHRISTIAN CHOIR will perform Christian Music for events that will make a donation to the Aurora 

Food Shelf. 

Palo Congregation, United Methodist and Trinity Methodist ran a Children’s Christmas Bounty Campaign that 

donated nuts, candy and fresh fruit to several families with children. 

FOOD SHELF TURKEY RAFFLE – 1350 raffle tickets were sold.  200 turkeys were given out with 20 families 

receiving 2 roasting chickens. 

SPRING FOOD SHELF FUND RAISER – Plans are in the works for a very fun time and will be discussed at the 

January meeting. 

JANUARY MEETING – Tuesday, January 23, 2018 – 2:00 p.m. – St. John’s Catholic Church – Biwabik 

 

A FUN QUILTING ADVENTURE 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

The quilters will be organizing a visit to the new Duluth LSS CENTER FOR CHANGING LIVES on a 

Wednesday in January or February to deliver quilts and hopefully have a tour  Watch the 

Sunday Bulletin and bulletin board in the narthex for information on date, time and travel 

arrangements 

Plan on joining us!  It should be a fun day! 

  
When anyone is in need of prayer for special needs, concerns or support, please call Pastor, Kelly or anyone on 

the list of the prayer chain.  All requests and prayers are kept confidential. Members:  Lorraine Ekman, Janet 

Salo, Yvonne Trowbridge, Joanne Barstad, Debbie Maki, Linda Loeffler, Jan Kaster and Judy Marn. 

If anyone else would like to take part in this ministry, please let a member know.  We welcome anyone else 

who would like to share in supporting others in prayer. 

 



Our members who are homebound, in nursing homes, and in assisted living

Irene Undeland  ~  741-5598 

Edgewood Vista, Apt. # 240 

705 17th Street North 

Virginia, MN  55792 

 

Christine Caldwell  

522 Aspen Groves 

Chisholm,  MN  55746 

219-263-7330 

 

Leonard Pylka ~ 218-722-1866 

Edgewood Vista 

4195 Westberg Road # 429 

Hermantown, MN  55811 

 

Louise Ellingson      (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South  apt # 26 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

Ruby & Clayton Okstad       (New Address/No Phone # yet) 

Essensia Health VCC 

901 North 9th Street  

Virginia,  MN  55792-2325 
 

Herb Moore     (Aurora Carefree Living) 

304 East 3rd Avenue South    apt. # 33 

Aurora,  MN  55705 

 

 

Snow Shoveling List 2017-2018      

Nov 25-Dec 1  Doug Shuck 

Dec 2-8  Dave Skelton 

Dec 9-15  John Nelson 

Dec 16-22  Keith Johnson 

Dec 23-29  Bill Utley 

Dec 30-Jan 5  Chad Skelton 

 

 



Jan 6-12  Dave Worshek 

Jan 13-19  Kent Dickinson 

Jan 20-26  Charles Olson 

Jan 27-Feb 2  Craig Douglas 

Feb 3-9  Jack Jeffery 

Feb 10-16  Steve Ekman 

Feb 17-23  Mark Boback 

Feb 24-Mar 2  Robbie Peterson 

Mar 3-9  Keith Shatava 

Mar 10-16  Don Barstad 

Mar 17-23  Nate Skelton 

Mar 24-30  Barrett Honkola 

Mar 30-Apr 6  Kim Norman 

Apr 7-13  Rich Jackson 

Apr 14-20  John Long 

Apr 21-27  Doug Shuck 

Apr 27-May 4  John Nelson 

 

 

Monthly Volunteers 

January  Ushers   

7 

14 

21 

28            

January  Readers   

7 Cyndi Worshek 

14 Steve Ekman 

21 Kathy Baxter 

28 Sue Sowers 

 

 



January  Musicians 

7 Diane Boback 

14 Diane Boback 

21 Diane Boback 

28 Diane Boback      
 

January  Deacon ~  No 2018 List 
January  Altar Guild  ~ No 2018 List 
January  Trustees ~     Kim Norman & John Long 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Gifts 
 

In memory of Duane Ellingson, a gift was given to the Living Memorial Fund by John & Sherrie 
Orazem. 
 
A gift was given to the Campership Fund by Herb & Jan Moore. 

 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

                        Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

                            January 21, 2018 

                     (Following Worship) 

 

Worship will begin @ 8:30 a.m. this morning

 

 



  


